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PROVISIONS IN CPA LAWS OR REGULATIONS 
AS TO EDUCATION (MARCH 1954)
Laws and regulations about education for CPAs above the 
high school level have taken two basic forms. One is the re­
quirement of a specified amount or type of education and the 
other is the provision that certain education will be accepted 
in lieu of certain experience.
Based on a survey of laws and rules now in effect, it 
appears that six states, in which over 40% of the candidates 
in November 1953 originated, have mandatory educational re­
quirements now in effect or scheduled to take effect soon. 
An additional 29 states or territories make provision for con­
sidering education in lieu of experience. Three of the six 
which require certain minimum education provide for education 
credit against experience, making a total of 32 which allow some 
substitution. The remaining 14 areas studied do not require more 
than a high school education nor do they allow substitution of 
education for experience. These 14 states had only 1,561 candi­
dates out of 12,084 taking the November 1953 examination so that 
in terms of number of candidates, they represent only about 12% 
of the total.
On the following two pages, the general classification of 
each state is indicated.  Since the requirements within each 
class vary, the specific requirements of each state that requires 
education or gives credit, for it are given in condensed form .in 
the pages following the table.
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NUMBER OF CANDIDATES IN NOVEMBER 1953 IN STATES
 Requiring Specific 
 Accounting Study
Requiring General 
Education Above
   High School
Allowing  
Experience 
Credit for 
Education  
No Credit or
Requirement 
(Above High School.)
Alabama 87
Alaska 8
Arizona 44
Arkansas 53
California  1,286 *
Colorado 77
Connecticut 125
Delaware 13
Dist. of Col. 235
Florida 217
Georgia 171
Hawaii 37
Idaho 45
Illinois. 543 *
Indiana 155
Iowa 56
Kansas 123
Kentucky 80
Louisiana 116
Maine 19
Maryland (1) 524
Massachusetts 500
Michigan 488
Minnesota 85
Mississippi 65
Missouri 168
Montana 35
Nebraska 65
Nevada 9
New Hampshire 8
New Jersey  473
Page 2.
California
Illinois
North Carolina
NUMBER OF CANDIDATES IN NOVEMBER 1953 in STATES
Requiring Specific 
Accounting Study
Requiring General 
Education Above
High School
Allowing 
Experience 
Credit for 
Education
No Credit or 
Requirement
(Above High School)
New Mexico 24
New York 2,287
North Carolina 206 *
North Dakota 21
Ohio 309
Oklahoma 196
Oregon 113
Pennsylvania (1) 986
Puerto Rico 1
Rhode Island (1) ^3
South Carolina
South Dakota 17
Tennessee 227
Texas 954
Utah ^9
Vermont 2
Virginia 166
Washington 303
West Virginia 52
Wisconsin 156
Wyoming 18
Total 3,726 1,286 5,511 1,561
* States with both requirement and credit for education:
(1) These states give only one examination a year.
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Principal Educational Requirements or Provisions by States
(Excludes States with only a High School Requirement)
Arizona
Completion of work required for a bachelor's degree from the university 
or state colleges of Arizona or from colleges with comparable standing, or 
the equivalent, or equally satisfactory evidence of academic work as required 
by the Board is accepted as equal to the alternative requirements of two 
years of experience prior to examination.
Further, a candidate may submit as the equivalent of the educational re­
quirement set forth in the above paragraph at least ten years of practical 
accounting experience acceptable to the Board.
Arkansas
College degree with accounting major from recognized school counts as one 
year's experience in practical accounting. (All experience is prerequisite to 
examination.)
California
To be eligible to take the CPA Examination a candidate must show evidence 
of (a) completion of two. years of courses of college grade, or (b) graduation 
from a junior college of recognized standing. Applicant may also satisfy 
Board he has the equivalent of these qualifications, or pass a preliminary 
written examination by the Board. (These requirements are waived as to members 
of U.S. armed forces for six years subsequent to their discharge therefrom.)
College graduates of a four year course with required hours in specified 
subjects receive credit for one year’s experience in public accounting. (All  
experience requirements are prerequisites for certificate but not for 
examination.)
For such credit against experience the requirement is the completion of a 
four year course with 30 or more semester hours or their equivalent in 
accounting, commercial law, economics and finance, of which -at least 20 
semester hours or their equivalent in accounting.
Colorado
Degree conferred by college recognized for resident study counts as two 
years of public accounting experience. (All experience requirements are pre­
requisites for certificate but not for examination.) However, the course of 
study must consist of at least 180 quarter hours or its equivalent.
Connecticut
(a) Two years’ credit for experience in practical accounting is allowed 
to graduates of colleges with a Bachelor’s degree with accounting as a major 
Principal Educational Requirements
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and with at least 120 semester hours consisting of at least 46 hours, or the 
equivalent thereof, in accounting, business law, economics and finance, of 
which at least 24 hours, or the equivalent thereof, shall be in accounting. 
The remaining subjects must cover at least 48 hours of liberal arts and 26 
hours of elective business subjects and other electives.
(b) One year’s credit for completion of two years’ residence course in 
accounting consisting of at least 30 semester hours, or the equivalent there­
of, in accounting, business law, economics and finance, of which at least 18 
semester hours, or their equivalent, shall be in accounting in a school 
approved by the State Board. A course of accounting study equivalent to the 
above in the Board’s opinion may be accepted in lieu thereof.
Experience requirements are prerequisites except that candidates meeting 
the qualifications of (a) above may sit for the examination in auditing, law 
and theory.
District of Columbia
Holders of diplomas from recognized accounting schools require only one 
year’s experience in the employ of a CPA instead of three years’ experience 
required otherwise. (All experience requirements are prerequisites to 
examination but may be waived by Board in some cases under certain conditions.)
Florida
(a) Under provisions in effect until five years after the date of amend­
ment of the law in 1951, graduation from at least a four-year accredited college 
with a major in accounting is acceptable in lieu of alternative requirements 
calling for not less than three years of experience in public accounting, or at 
least five years of keeping books of account for more than one person or 
business as a sole vocation. (Experience requirements are prerequisites to 
examination.)
(b) Under provisions effective five years after the date of amendment of 
the law in 1951 making mandatory graduation from at least a four-year accredited 
college course with a major in accounting, applicants shall not receive a 
certificate or be permitted to practice public accounting until completion of 
one year of work in a registered accountant’s office or completion of an 
additional one year accounting course at an accredited college. Further, as an 
equivalent for said year of experience the Board will accept three years of 
employment as auditor with the State Auditor's Office. Also, though the one 
year of experience must be obtained before receiving the certificate or being 
allowed to practice, it may be secured before or after taking the examination, 
or partly before and partly after, provided it amounts to one year. (See 
Appendix for specific course requirements.)
Georgia
The Board will accept a degree from a college of commerce or university 
where the applicant specialized in accounting as sufficient technical education 
Principal Educational Requirements
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in accounting in lieu of one of the three years of required accounting 
experience. (The three years of experience are not required as an 
examination prerequisite but are needed to be eligible for a certificate.)
Idaho
A candidate holding a Bachelor’s degree with an accounting major from a 
four year college is entitled to a credit of two years on any one or any 
combination of the experience requirements. (All experience requirements 
are prerequisites for certificate but not for examination.)
Illinois
Beginning July 1949 a candidate for the CPA examination must show evidence of 
completion of 30 semester hours, or  the  equivalent, in accounting, business law, 
economics and finance, of which at least 20 semester hours, of the equivalent, 
in the study of accounting, in a school or schools acceptable to the University 
of Illinois. Study in residence or correspondence schools specializing in 
business training are acceptable if at least 50% of their accounting courses 
are taught by CPAs.
Non-technical education above the high school level is not required for 
either examination or a CPA certificate, nor is such education credited 
against experience requirements prior to examination or issuance of the CPA 
certificate. (However, the holder of a CPA certificate is not entitled to 
practice public accounting until he has been registered as a public account­
ant and registration to holders of CPA certificates is granted to those having 
at least three years of experience of types specified. In lieu of two years of 
such experience, completion of a regular four-year college course is acceptable, 
and in lieu of one year of such experience completion of two years of college 
is acceptable.)
Iowa
In effect, Iowa permits the substitution of education for experience. 
Their rule is as follows: In lieu of graduation from a college of commerce 
course of at least three years, majoring in accounting plus at least one year 
as a staff accountant employed by a registered practitioner, the following is 
acceptable: (a) three years of continuous practical accounting experience as 
a public or staff accountant, or (b) three years of continuous employment as a 
field examiner in the Federal Income Tax Bureau, or in the State auditor’s, 
comptroller’s, banking or insurance departments; (All experience is pre­
requisite to examination.)
To establish the major in accounting, official transcript of credits must 
show a minimum of 18 semester hours (or equivalent in quarter hours) in 
accounting studies in advance of the elementary year course. In recognizing 
credits, Board adheres to standards on which recognition would be granted by 
institutions of higher learning under State Board of Education jurisdiction.
Principal Educational Requirements
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Credit for work in business colleges, correspondence schools, "extension 
universities" and comparable organizations is not "college credit."
Kansas
Graduates of recognized colleges who have had the following courses do 
not have to have experience before taking the examination.
Thirty or more semester hours, or their equivalent, in accounting, business 
law, economics and finance, of which at least 20 hours, or their equivalent, 
in accounting. Persons who will graduate so qualified within 90 days after 
a CPA examination may be admitted to such examination but no report of results 
will be made unless they do graduate.
Graduates of recognized colleges who have not completed the specified 
courses must have three years of experience prior to the examination but 
may then be certified without additional experience. High school graduates 
may take the examination after obtaining three years of experience but must 
complete two additional years of experience prior to certification.
Kentucky
Graduates of recognized colleges with completion of specified accounting 
courses require only two years of experience before the CPA examination, 
while graduates of recognized colleges (without accounting study) require 
three years of experience, and high school graduates require six years of 
experience.
Acceptable accounting courses require thirty or more semester hours, or 
their equivalent, in accounting, business law, economics and finance, of 
which at least 20 hours, or the equivalent, in accounting. A graduate of a 
recognized college is one who has received a bachelor’s degree as the result 
of about 120 semester hours of study, or the equivalent, at an institution 
whose credits would be accorded full recognition on transfer to the University 
of Kentucky or the University of Louisville.
Louisiana
In lieu of completion of a course in higher accountancy in a college, 
night school or extension school of recognized standing, the following 
equivalents are acceptable: (1) qualification as Public Accountant under the 
Act 136 of 1924, or (2) three continuous years as a senior accountant on the 
staff of a CPA or PA plus an affidavit from such employer as to ability to 
conduct audits and investigations as a "senior" accountant. (The three years 
of experience are a prerequisite to the CPA examination, but all candidates 
are required to have at least one year of accounting experience which may be 
completed before or after the examination. The requirement must be met before 
certificate is issued.)
Principal Educational Requirements
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Maryland
Requirement as to study or experience calls for graduation from account­
ancy school having at least a two year course or practical experience in 
accounting for at least two years. (The experience requirement is a pre­
requisite to examination.)
Michigan
In lieu of one of the four years of practical experience required pre­
ceding the CPA examination, the Board will accept sufficient technical  
education in accountancy. (A candidate for examination for a Certificate 
of Examination which is issued on passing in cost accounting, commercial 
law, auditing, and economics and finance, must be a graduate of a standard 
grade four-year college course in business administration, or its equivalent, 
or have four years of practical accounting experience qualifying him as an 
internal auditor. When a holder of a Certificate of Examination has had at 
least two years of continuous practical experience in public accounting and 
passes an examination in practical accounting and public auditing, he is issued 
a CPA certificate.)
Mississippi
A graduate of a college with a four year accounting course who receives 
a B.S. degree with accounting as a major requires no experience before 
examination and if he passes will be issued certificate immediately. (This 
relieves him of all alternative experience requirements which are other pre­
requisites to the examination.)
Neither courses nor hours are specifically stated but are indicated in­
directly by the provision that no experience is required before examination if 
the candidate is a graduate of a college with a four-year accounting course 
who receives a B.S. degree with accounting as a major.
New Jersey
The State Board Regulations provide that applicants with a degree in a 
college or school of accountancy and business administration registered with 
and approved by the Board will receive an Academic Qualifying Certificate 
issued by the Department of Academic Credentials, State Department of Education 
and be admitted to the examination in theory, auditing and law. (Experience 
is required for the examination in practice.) The Regulations list registered  
degree courses approved in stated colleges and schools in 29 states but not the 
subject courses and hours of study for each established by the Department of 
Academic Credentials, State Department of Education, for registration and 
approval of degree courses and schools. (See appendix for such requirements.)
Principal Educational Requirements
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New Mexico
For applicants who have majored in accounting and are graduates of a 
school of business administration of the state or of other states of equal 
standing and requirements, the time devoted to studies in accounting, 
theory and practice are deemed the equivalent of two of the three years of 
practical experience required. (The experience requirement is a pre­
requisite to the examination.)
New York
Candidate must be graduate of a college offering a curriculum in account­
ing registered by State Department of Education or a college graduate with 
equivalent college training in accounting as determined by the Commissioner 
of Education. Such a graduate may immediately take the examinations in Law 
and Theory but must have three years of experience prior to taking the other 
two subjects, (See Appendix for courses etc.)
North Carolina
Prior to July 1, 1955 graduation from a recognized school of accountancy 
and one year of experience thereafter is accepted in lieu of the required 
two years of experience. After July 1, 1955 two years of college education 
or its equivalent and courses in accountancy are mandatory. (The experience 
requirement is a prerequisite to examination, but graduates of certain 
colleges who have completed certain specified accounting studies are permitted 
to sit for the examinations without public accounting experience. For detailed 
data see Appendix.)
North Dakota
Completion of a course of not less than two years in accountancy in a 
state institution of higher education or some other school of recognized 
standing is the equivalent of the alternate requirement of three years of 
experience prior to examination.
Oklahoma
For applicants who have majored in accounting and are graduates of the 
School of Business of the University of Oklahoma, or of other schools of 
equal standing and requirements, time devoted to completion of studies in 
theory and practice are deemed the equivalent of the three years of experience 
required prior to examination.
Oregon
Graduation from a college recognized by the Board and completion of 30 or 
more semester hours, or their equivalent, in accounting, commercial law, 
economics and finance, of which at least 20 semester hours, or their equivalent 
is in accounting, is the equivalent of the alternate requirement of the two 
years of experience required prior to examination.
Principal Educational Requirements
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Pennsylvania
A graduate of an approved college giving a four year course needs only 
two years of experience prior to examination or issuance of certificate while 
a high school graduate requires three years of experience.
Puerto Rico
Graduate of a recognized college who has completed 58 or more semester 
hours, or their equivalent, in accounting, business law, economics and 
finance, of which at least 32 semester hours, or their equivalent, in account­
ancy, require only two years of experience while college graduates without 
accounting study require four years of experience and high school graduates 
require six years of experience.
Rhode Island
Graduation from a recognized course of higher accounting may be accepted in 
lieu of one year of the three year's of experience required prior to examination.
Tennessee
Graduation from a school of accountancy acceptable to Board is an equivalent 
for the requirements of two years of continuous experience in a CPA office, or 
four years of experience as a chief or head bookkeeper. (Experience is prerequisite 
to examination).
Texas
Graduate of recognized junior or senior college requires one year of 
experience if he has 30 or more semester hours, or equivalent, in accounting, 
business law, economics and finance, of which at least 20 must be in accounting, 
and requires three years of experience if he has not had the accounting study, 
while a high school graduate requires four years of such experience. (Experience 
requirements are prerequisites for examination except that the college graduate 
with an accounting major may take first all subjects other than accounting 
practice.)
Utah
Completion of a course in a college of commerce may be credited as part of 
the two years public accountancy or three years bookkeeping and business 
experience required. (Part is not defined)
Virginia
Accounting study is not made an equivalent of experience. (However, any 
person (a) completing an accounting course in a college holding membership in 
the regional standardizing association of colleges as of the time of graduation, 
or (b) graduating from an accountancy school acceptable to the Board requiring 
courses' in elementary, intermediate and advanced accounting, cost accounting, 
auditing, and commercial law, may take the examination without the required 
practical experience but on passing will receive the certificate only when such 
experience has been obtained.)
Principal Educational Requirements
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 Washington
A graduate of a recognized college who has completed 60 or more 
quarter hours, or their equivalent, in accounting, business law, economics 
and finance, of which at least 45 quarter hours, or their equivalent, must 
be in accounting, requires only one year of accounting experience, and a 
graduate of an established resident school of business or accounting with 
courses in accounting, business law, economics and finance requires two 
years of accounting practice or experience, while a high school graduate 
requires four years of experience. (Experience requirements are not pre­
requisites for examination but are needed to be eligible for the certificate.)
West Virginia
Graduation from an approved college or school of accounting with a major 
in accounting is the equivalent of alternate requirements of experience and 
the Board may give consideration to combinations of the educational and 
experience requirements which it considers would qualify a candidate for 
examination. (Experience requirements are prerequisites to examination.)
Wisconsin
Board will accept, in lieu of one and one-half years of the three years 
of experience required before examination, educational training as an account­
ing major in a four year day course in business administration in a school with 
membership in the American Association of Collegiate Schools of Business 
Administration. Graduates of such schools may also write the examination 
following their graduation but no certificate will be issued them until all 
other requirements are met.
Wyoming
Accounting study is not made an equivalent of experience. (However, a • 
person who in the Board’s Opinion has successfully completed a satisfactory 
comprehensive course in accountancy of a recognized resident or correspondence 
school and does not have the required three years of experience preceding the 
examination but has indicated his intention to meet this requirement later, is 
permitted to take the examination in theory, auditing and commercial law as a 
junior candidate. Upon passing all three and qualifying under the experience 
requirement, he may take the examination in practice.)
APPENDIX
Detailed Data for Certain States
as to Accounting Courses and Hours of Study
Florida
Any college or other institution with a four year college course is 
considered accredited if it is listed as a member (even on. a probationary 
basis) of the Southern Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools, or 
of a comparable regional association in other areas. The school’s status 
at time applicant’s degree was received shall be the determining factor.
The following courses are required for an accounting major:
Semester-
Accounting Courses Hours
Elementary Accounting 6 
Intermediate & Advanced
Accounting 9 
Cost Accounting 3 
Governmental Accounting 3 
Federal Taxation Accounting 3 
Auditing 3
Semester
Related Courses Hours
English (Composition,
Business English,
Literature, etc. ) 9
Economic Principles 6
Business Law 6
*Business and/or Public
Finance . 6
27 - 27
Total For Accounting Major 5^ hours.
* In any of the following: Corporation Finance,• Investments, Taxation, 
Governmental Financing, or Business Finance.
As to fifth college year as substitute for one year of experience, following 
minimum qualifications are required:
(a) Not less than 24 semester hours, or qualitative equivalent, (b) 
at least 15 of the 24 hours must be accounting subjects, (c) twelve of the 15 
hours of advanced accounting subjects must be selected from at least three of 
the following areas: (1) cost accounting, (2) federal taxation accounting, 
(3) auditing theory and practice, (4) governmental accounting, and (5) account­
ing theory, (d) the additional 9 hours must be in courses other than accounting 
and offered regularly in the accredited institution, (e) to be on the ’’advanced 
level” such courses must be advanced courses over and above the requirements for 
a Bachelor degree, (f) final grade in each advanced course must be not less than 
”B’’ or its equivalent in the accredited institution’s standards, and (g) the 
fifth year of study may be taken only after receipt of a four year Bachelor degree 
with a major in accounting.
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The Board has also made the following information available:
(a) Credit for the fifth year in college will not be granted as a 
substitute for the experience requirement until the basic requirements for the 
four year course with a major in accounting have been fully completed, (b) for 
the fifth year to be acceptable applicant must have 42 semester hours in account­
ing and 36 in related courses; the statute intends to pyramid the fifth year onto 
the fourth, (c) the year of experience required of graduates with an accounting 
major must be secured after obtaining the degree; the experience may be secured 
before or after taking the examination, or partly before and partly after, provided 
it totals one year, and (d) a candidate may elect to continue from the fourth year 
of college to the fifth year and then take the CPA examination.
New York
Registered accounting curriculum must include following courses and semester
hours:
 Liberal arts 48 Economics 6
Accounting 24 Other business subjects 14
Law 8 Electives  12
Finance 8
(Total semester hours 120)
No credit is allowed toward the 120 hours for courses in religion, hygiene, or 
physical education.
Regulations also list detailed requirements to be met as to resources, faculty, 
library, credits, etc., for registration of college courses.
Veterans with at least six months of military service are allowed 10 semester 
hours of elective credit applicable toward elective subjects or toward the "other 
business subjects" but not toward the required courses in accounting, law, finance 
or economics.
A college is defined as an incorporated institution offering a four year 
course in liberal arts or science based on an admission requirement of four 
years of secondary school work (16 units), or the equivalent, leading to the 
bachelor’s degree in arts or science.
Courses of study in higher education institutions unable to meet in full the 
Requirements for registration may be registered in part..
New Jersey
Requirements for the issuance of the certified public accountancy qualifying 
certificate:
1. Graduation from an approved high school, or an equivalent education.
2. A Bachelor’s Degree from an accredited college or University based 
upon a curriculum which includes:
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(a) A minimum of sixty semester hours selected from courses in 
English, history, foreign languages, mathematics, general 
psychology, philosophy, biological sciences, physical sciences, 
economics, sociology and religion.
(b) A minimum of sixty semester hours in professional courses which 
include:
(1) At least thirty semester hours in accounting which may 
include courses in municipal and governmental accounting
(2) At least eight semester hours in business law
(3) At least eight semester hours in finance
(4) At least six semester hours in economics *
(5) At least eight semester hours in electives related to
one or more of the above four subjects.
* The six semester hours in economics is required but may be included under 
either section (a) or (b). The minimum hour requirement for each section 
is unchanged.
North Carolina
A recognized school of accountancy is one whose curriculum includes at least 
30. semester hours in accounting, auditing, and related subjects, and whose faculty 
includes at least three instructors with Master’s degrees or CPA certificates.
Candidates may sit for the examinations without public accounting experience, 
provided:
(1) They are graduates of a four year college which is a member of the 
Association of American Universities or the American Association of Collegiate 
Schools of Business who have completed thirty semester hours in accounting, auditing 
and related subjects, of which twenty hours must be in accounting and auditing, and 
who have been residents of the state for two years immediately preceding the '• 
examination or,
(2) They are graduates of colleges located in the state who have majored 
in accounting and,
(a) They have been residents of the state for two years 
immediately preceding the examination (but see later item 
for exception),
(b) They have had the following courses as a minimum, each for 
the duration of one semester, or one quarter, all courses 
specified meeting at least 3 hours per week on the semester 
plan or 5 hours per week on the quarter plan, with two 
laboratory hours considered as the equivalent of one class 
hours of work:
Four in Theory and Principles of Accounting,
One in Cost Accounting,
One in Auditing,
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One in Income Tax Procedure,
One in Governmental Accounting (appropriate substitute permitted),
Two in Principles of Economics,
Two in Commercial Law,
One in Business Statistics,
One in Money and Banking,
One in Corporation Finance,
One in Business Organization (or its equivalent in other
Business Administration Courses such as Production 
Management and Marketing).
(c) The institution is a four-year college and a member of the 
Southern Association of Schools or Colleges, and
(d) Certain requirements specified further in the Board Regulations 
are met as to faculty professorial rank and the ratio of faculty members to 
students, and as to contents of library.
A graduate of an institution in the state eligible under the provisions in 
subdivision (2) above except that he is employed by accountants outside the state or 
for other justifiable reasons is not a state resident at the time of examination may 
nevertheless sit for any examination held within six months after graduation.
